NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

MISSISSIPPI ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY PERMIT BOARD

P.O. Box 2279
Jackson, MS 39225-2279
Telephone No. (601) 961-5500
I.  Introduction
The Liberty Fuels Company, L.L.C., operator of the Liberty Mine located at 4707 Highway 493, DeKalb, Mississippi, 39328, has applied to the Mississippi Environmental Quality Permit Board (“Permit Board”) to issue Surface Coal Mining and Reclamation Permit No. MS-003 to conduct surface coal mining and reclamation operations at its proposed Liberty Mine located approximately 20 miles north of Meridian, Mississippi and 16 miles southwest of DeKalb, Mississippi.  The Liberty Mine will be a single seam surface mining operation, which will include approximately 31,000 acres within the permit area during the life of mine and will include approximately 2,299 acres within the 5-year permit area.  The mine is designed to supply an average of  2.0 million tons of lignite per year during the first 5-year permit term; and thereafter supply an average of 4.1 million tons per year through 2052 to the adjacent Kemper County IGCC Plant, owned and operated by the Mississippi Power Company.
The Permit Board is created by Mississippi law for the purpose of issuing or denying, under such conditions and limitations as it may prescribe, environmental protection permits to control or prevent the release of contaminants into the air and waters of the State.  The Permit Board is limited in the scope of its analysis to environmental impacts.  Any comments relative to zoning or economic or social impacts are within the jurisdiction of local zoning and planning authorities and should be addressed to them.  By law, the Board is composed of the Chief of the Office of Environmental Health of the State Department of Health; the Director of the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks; the Head of the Office of Land and Water Resources of MDEQ; the Supervisor of the State Oil and Gas Board; the Director of the Department of Marine Resources; the Head of the Office of Geology of MDEQ; the Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce; a retired professional engineer knowledgeable in the engineering of water wells and water supply systems; and a retired water well contractor.  The last two members listed are appointed by the Governor.  Because this project is under direct review and administration of the Office of Geology of MDEQ, the Head of that Office will abstain from voting on the issue referenced in this notice.
The Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (“MDEQ”), acting as staff of the Permit Board, will conduct a public hearing on October 18, 2011, beginning at 7:00 pm in the upstairs courtroom of the Kemper County Courthouse, 280 Veterans Street, DeKalb, Mississippi, to receive public comment on the following permit application.

II.  Permit Application Under Consideration

The Liberty Fuels Company, L.L.C. has applied for Surface Coal Mining and Reclamation Permit No. MS-003. On August 17, 2011, MDEQ deemed the permit application complete.  The location and boundary of the five-year permit term is shown on the map accompanying this notice. The Liberty Fuels Company, L.L.C. will use a combination of truck/shovel, track dozers, tractor fleet, and/or dragline for removal of overburden above the lignite seam. Reclamation will consist of backfilling and grading to approximate original contour with a proposed predominant post mining land use of forestry interspersed with wildlife habitat.

During the five-year permit term and within the area covered by this draft permit, mining activities will require the temporary closure of one road. An approximate 0.9 mile segment of Fort Stephens Road is proposed to be closed in early 2015. This closure will begin at the intersection of Fort Stephens Road and State Highway 493 and continue to the southern limit of mining in the five-year permit term.  County approval will be obtained prior to any road closures, which will include proposed detour routes and temporary roads, public notice, and opportunity for public comment.  The projected road closure and relocations are preliminary only, based on the proposed mining sequence. No road will be closed until absolutely necessary for earthwork operations.  
III.  Public Hearing and Receipt of Comments
The staff of the Permit Board has evaluated the permit application and believes that, with proper constraints and limitations within the proposed permit, this project will operate within all state and federal laws and regulations and will protect the public health and the environment.  The staff of the Board has made a preliminary decision, based on available information, to recommend that the permit be issued containing numerous regulatory constraints specifically stated in the draft permit.  However, before proceeding further, public comments are being solicited.  The staff’s final recommendation to the Board, as well as the Board’s decision, will be made only after a thorough consideration of all public comments.

The purpose of this hearing is to receive comments from the public regarding this project.  Upon arrival at the public hearing, each participant will be asked to register his or her attendance and to note whether he or she expects to make a statement.  Statements will be received in the order of registration (i.e., first to register will be first to give public comment).  However, everyone will be given an opportunity to comment, including those who indicated during registration that they did not expect to comment.

Persons commenting will not be limited to any specific time so long as the comments are reasonably concise and relate, at least generally, to matters within the jurisdiction of the Permit Board.  However, because a large number of people may wish to speak, comments should be as brief as reasonably possible and can be presented in writing, if preferred.

All comments made during this public hearing will be transcribed and made part of the hearing record in this matter.  Persons wishing to make written comments on the staff’s preliminary decision are invited to submit their comments to Michael Bograd, State Geologist, at the address listed below no later than October 21, 2011.  All comments received by that date will be part of the public administrative record in this matter and will be considered in the formulation of a final decision of this matter.

Before making any decision regarding issuance or denial of the permit, the Board will consider all issues and concerns raised regarding environmental protection.  Any party aggrieved by the decision of the Permit Board may file a written request for a formal hearing before the Permit Board within thirty days of the Permit Board’s decision.
Additional details about the application, including a copy of the draft permit, are available by writing or calling Michael Bograd at the address or telephone number above.  The application and draft permit are also available for review at the following locations during normal business hours:

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality

Mailing address:

Office of Geology




physical address:
P.O. Box 2279





700 North State Street
Jackson, MS 39225-2279



Jackson, MS 39202
Kemper County Chancery Clerk Office 

Kemper County Courthouse

280 Veterans Street

DeKalb, MS 39328

Lauderdale County Courthouse

Chancery Clerk

500 Constitution Ave.

1st Floor

Meridian, MS 39301

Please bring this notice to the attention of any persons whom you believe will be interested.
