
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, MOBILE DISTRICT 

P.O. BOX 2288 
MOBILE, AL  36628-0001 

                     REPLY TO 
ATTENTION                                       OF: 

CESAM-RD-M July 19, 2022 
PUBLIC NOTICE NO. SAM-2022-00429-CSP 

 
JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE 

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS  
 

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY  
OFFICE OF POLLUTION CONTROL (MDEQ) 

 
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES  

DMR22-000242 
 

PROPOSED DREDGING OF LAKE COMYNIE, PASCAGOULA, JACKSON COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI 

 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
This District has received an application for a Department of the Army (DA) permit pursuant 
to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 403) and Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344).  Please communicate this information to interested parties. 
 
APPLICANT:  Jackson County Board of Supervisors 
    Attention:  Matthew Hosey 
    2915 Canty Street 
    Pascagoula, Mississippi 39567 
 
WATERWAY AND LOCATION:  Comynie Lake, Pascagoula, Section 5, Township 8 
South, Range 6 West, Jackson County, Mississippi. Project Central Location: Latitude 
30.360020 N, Longitude -88.560988 W 
 
PROPOSED WORK:  The applicant is requesting a 10-year Department of the Army Permit 
to dredge approximately 28,600 cubic yards from the 7-acre Comynie Lake in Pascagoula. 
Comynie Lake is located east of the Pascagoula River and south of Highway 90. The water 
bottom would be dredged from the current depth, which ranges from approximately -2.0 feet 
to -6.0 feet Mean Low Water (MLW), to a proposed depth of -6.0 MLW. The lake would be 
dredged by mechanical dredging from a barge or by hydraulic dredging. The substrate 
consists of unconsolidated sand and silt. A submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) survey was 
completed in September 2021. No floating or anchored vegetation were observed at the time 
of the assessment. A limited oyster bed survey was conducted September 2021 and no hard 
substrate or conglomeration of oyster shells was observed. Some portions of the lake are 
armored with bulkheads. Some of the areas along the lake have native vegetation growing 
along the banks. No dredging would occur within 10 feet of any marsh vegetation along the 
lake. The dredged material would be moved to a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
approved beneficial use disposal site or upland disposal site. 
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The applicant has received coastal zone (CZ) consistency concurrence from the Mississippi 
Department of Marine Resources (MDMR) (DMR22-000242). 
 
The applicant has applied for certification from the State of Mississippi in accordance with 
Section 401(a)(1) of the Clean Water Act and upon completion of the required advertising; a 
determination relative to certification will be made.  
 
This public notice is being distributed to all known interested persons in order to assist in 
developing facts on which a decision by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers can be based.  
For accuracy and completeness of the record, all data in support of or in opposition to the 
proposed work should be submitted in writing setting forth sufficient detail to furnish a clear 
understanding of the reasons for support or opposition.  
 
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact 
including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will 
reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The 
benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced 
against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the 
proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are 
conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic 
properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, 
shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, 
energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, consideration of property 
ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  
 
The USACE is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local agencies and 
officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the 
impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the USACE 
to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make 
this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic 
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors 
listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or 
an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the 
overall public interest of the proposed activity. 
 
Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a 
public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearings shall state 
with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. 
 
Evaluation of the probable impacts involving deposits of dredged or fill material into waters of 
the United States will include the application of guidelines established by the Administrator of 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
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In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, and Appendix C of 
33 CFR 325, the undertaking defined in this notice is being considered for the potential to 
affect historic properties. In accordance with Appendix C of 33 CFR 325, the Corps has 
determined the permit area consists of the entire lake.  The National Register of Historic 
Places has been consulted and no properties listed in or eligible for the National Register are 
known to exist which would be affected by the proposed work. The Corps has made a 
preliminary determination that the proposed project would have no effect on historic 
properties. The MDMR provided a letter from the Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History (MDAH) dated May 2, 2022. The letter stated that no cultural resources are likely to 
be affected (MDAH Project Log #04-167-22).  However, we are seeking comment from the 
State Historic Preservation Officer, federally-recognized American Indian tribes, local 
historical societies, museums, universities, the National Park Service, and the general public 
regarding the existence or the potential for existence of significant cultural and historic 
properties which may be affected by the work. This action constitutes the full extent of cultural 
resources investigations unless comment to this notice is received documenting that 
significant sites or properties exist which may be affected by this work, or that adequately 
documents that a potential exists for the location of significant sites or properties within the 
project area.  

 
A preliminary review of this application, the U.S. Department of the Interior List of 
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants and the National Marine Fisheries Service 
list of Mississippi’s Threatened and Endangered Species indicate the proposed activity will 
have no effect on the Wood Stork (Mycteria americana), Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis 
jamaicensis), Mississippi Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis pulla), Piping Plover (Charadrius 
melodus), Red Knot (Calidris canutus rufa), Alabama Red Bellied Turtle (Pseudemys 
alabamensis), Dusky Gopher Frog (Rana sevosa), Gopher Tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus), 
and Sea Turtles (Caretta caretta, Lepidochelys kempii, Chelonia mydas, Dermochelys 
coriacea and Eretmochelys imbricata), or their critical habitat. The project as proposed may 
affect but is not likely to adversely affect the West Indian Manatee (Trichechus manatus) 
and Gulf Sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi), or their critical habitat.  This notice serves 
as request to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries Service for 
information on whether any listed or proposed to be listed endangered or threatened species 
may be present in the area which would be affected by the proposed activity. 
 
This notice initiates the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation requirements of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. The proposal would impact 
estuarine substrate utilized by various life stages of species included in Fishery Management 
Plans for Coastal Migratory Pelagics, Red Drum, Reef Fish, Shrimp, Corals, or Highly 
Migratory Species. Our initial determination is that the proposed action would not adversely 
impact EFH or associated fisheries managed by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council or the National Marine Fisheries Service. 
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Correspondence concerning this Public Notice should refer to Public Notice Number SAM-
2022-00429-CSP and should be directed to the District Engineer, U.S. Army Engineer 
District, Mobile, Post Office Box 2288, Mobile, Alabama  36628-0001, Attention:  South 
Mississippi Branch, with a copy to the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, 
Office of Pollution Control, Attention Ms. Florance Bass (FBass@mdeq.ms.gov) Post Office 
Box 2261, Jackson, Mississippi  39225, and the Mississippi Department of Marine 
Resources, Attention: Mr. Matthew Murphy (Matthew.Murphy@dmr.ms.gov) 1141 Bayview 
Avenue, Biloxi, Mississippi 39530, in time to be received within 30 days of the date of this 
public notice. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this publication, you may contact the project manager 
for this application, Christopher S. Pickering (christopher.s.pickering@usace.army.mil), 
phone (251) 455-8627.  Please refer to the above Public Notice number. 
 
For additional information about our Regulatory Program, please visit our website at:  
www.sam.usace.army.mil and please take a moment to complete our customer satisfaction 
survey while you’re there.  Your responses are appreciated and will allow us to improve our 
services. 
 
 
      MOBILE DISTRICT 
      U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 
Enclosures 
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JACKSON 
COUNTY, MS COMYNIE BAYOU DREDGING 

PASCAGOULA RIVER 

Phone Nurmers: 811 or 1 (800} 227-6477 

Petroleum 
Product/Hazardous/Flammable/Corrosive/Toxic 
Materials. Product and Steam lines. Gas or Gaseous 
Material 

Color 
Safety Red 

High Visibiity Safety 

Y•-

Telecommunications (including fiber optic) and CA TV Safety Alert Orange 

Potable Water, Reclaimed Water. Irrigation Safety Precaution 
Blue 

Slurry l ines Purple 

Sewer and Drain lines Safety Green 

SHEET I NDEX : 

1. GOO 
2, Gl 0 

3, CL O 

5 , C2,0 
6, C2,1 

7, C3,0 

8, C4,0 

9, C4,0 

COVER SHEET 
SHEET INDEX & GENERAL NOTES 
PROJECT LOCATION & VI CINITY MAP 

PROPOSED DREDGI NG PLAN 

MAIN BRANCH SECTI ONS 
MAIN BRANCH SECTI ONS 

NORTH SOUTH BRANCH SECTIONS 

MAIN BRANCH DREDGE PROFI LES STA, 1+00 TO 21+50 

NORTH SOUTH BRANCH DREDGE PROFI LES STA, 30+00 TO 36+50 

GENERAL NOTES: 

REV DAT E 

REV A - 04/ 04/ 22 

REV A - 04/ 04/ 22 

REV A - 04/ 04/ 22 

REV A - 02/28/ 22 
REV A - 02/28/ 22 

REV A - 02/28/ 22 

REV A - 02/28/ 22 

REV A - 02/28/ 22 

1, DRAWI NGS AND SPECI FICATIONS ARE I NTENDED TO DEFI NE THE GENERAL DESIGN AND SCOPE OF THE WORK 
REQUIRED TO COMPLETE THE WORK. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL I NQ.UDE AU COMPONENTS WHICH ARE NORMALLY 
I NCIDENTAL TO THE WORK, THOSE COMPONENTS WHICH ARE NOT SHOWN ON THE DRAWI NG OR SPECIFIED BUT 
WHICH ARE REQUIRED AS AN ESSENTIAL AESTHETIC, FUNCTIONAL OR CODE REQUI RED ELEMENT OF IBE WORK ARE 
TO BE I NCLUDED, ANY PART OR ITEM OF WORK WHIOI IS REASONABLY IMPLIED OR NORMALLY REQUIRED TO MAKE 
EACH I NSTALLATION SATISFACTORnY OPERABLE SHALL BE PERFORMED BY THE CONTRACTOR AND THE EXPENSE 
THEREOF SHALL BE INCLUDED I N THE APPLICABLE UNIT PRI CES OR LUMP SUM PRI CES REVIEW FOR THE WORK, IT IS 
THE I NTENT OF THESE SPECIFICATIONS TO PROVI DE THE OWNER WITH COMPlETE OPERABLE SYSTEMS, SUBSYSTEMS, 
AND OTHER ITEMS OF WORK, All MISCELLANEOUS APPURTENANCES SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS HAVING BEEN 
I NCLUDED IN THE APPLICABLE UNIT PRI CES OR LUMP SUM PRICES REVIEW FOR THE WORK EVEN THOUGH THESE 
APPURTENANCES AND ITEMS MAY NOT BE SPECIFICAU.Y CALLED FOR I N THE SPECIFI CATIONS. 

2, TO ESTABLISH THE COMPLETE SCOPE OF ITS WORK AND TO EFFECT CLOSE COORDI NATION WITH THE OTHER TRADES, 
EACH TRADE SHALL COMPLETELY REVI EW THE PLANS ANO SPECI FI CATIONS, NOT ONLY FOR ITS RESPECTIVE TRADE, 
BUT FOR THE WORK Of THE OTHER RELATED TRADES AS WELL, TITLES OF DIVISI ONS (AND SECTIONS I N 
SPECIFI CATIONS) I DENTIFYI NG WORK ARE PROVIDED FOR ORGANIZATI ONAL ANO REFERENCE PURPOSES AND SHALL 
NOT BE TAKEN AS AN ABSOLUTE SEPARATION OF THE TRADES OR OF THE UNITS OF MATERIAL ANO LABOR, 

3. THE CONTRACTOR SHAU COORDI NATE AND OBTAI N All NECESSARY PERMITS ANO APPROVALS OR GUIDELINES FROM 
GOVERNING REGULATORY AGENCI ES BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH ANY ITEMS OF WORK UNDER OR WITHI N SUCH 
JURI SDICTJON(S), 

4 , All DI MENSI ONS/ ELEVATIONS ANO TIE- INS GOVERNED BY EXISTING CONDmONS ARE APPROXIMATE ANO ARE NOT 
GUARANTEED TO BE CORRECT. AU SUCH DI MENSIONS/ELEVATIONS AND CONDmONS SHAU BE FIELD VERIFI ED BY 
THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR PRIOR TO PROCEEDI NG WITH ANY WORK, I F CONDITTONS VARY FROM THOSE SHOWN, 
THE CONTRACTOR SHAU NOTIFY THE ENGINEER BEFORE PROCEEDI NG WITH WORK. WHERE DI MENSIONS ARE SHOWN 
WITH + / - I NDI CATIONS ADJUSTMENTS MAY BE MADE WITHOUT PRI OR APPROVAL TO SUIT FI ELD CONOmONS, 

5, THE CONTRACTOR SHAU VERI FY EXISTING CONDffiONS, LOCATION OF SERVI CES, DI MENSI ONS, AND ELEVATIONS 
OF SITE ANO ANY DATA REQUIRED TO CONSTRUCT THE PROJECT WITH THE REQUI RED PRE-SURVEY, 

6 . THE CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SAFETY ON THE PROJECT, THE CONTRACTOR SHALL FOUOW ALL INDUSTRY 
STANDARDS TO INSURE A SAFE WORKING ENVI RONMENT FOR EMPLOYEES AND SITE VISITORS, 

7 . WORK JS TO BE COMPLETED I N ACCORDANCE WITH THE MISSISSI PPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES PERMIT • 
DMR- 130221 AND THE US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS PERMIT SAM-2013-00200-SMZ, 

8 , DREDGI NG OPERATIONS SHAU OCCUR BETWEEN THE MONTHS OF MAY ANO SEPTEMBER IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF WI LOUFE, FISHERI ES AND PARKS, 

9 , NO SI NKS OR SUMPS SHALL BE CREATED I N THE DREDGI NG PROCESS, DREDGI NG DEPTH I S LIMITED TO THAT OF THE 
CONTROLLING NAVI GATIONAL DEPTH OF IBE ADJACENT WATERS, A MI NI MUM 3 : 1 (HORIZONTAL: VERTICAL) SIDE 
SLOPE SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED I N THE DREDGE AREA: 

10, CONTRACTOR SHOULD STAGE DREDGE MATERIAL AT A LOCATION TO BE APPROVED BY THE ENGI NEER AND JACKSON 
COUNTY, CONDmONS I N THE STAGI NG AREA SHAU. BE RET\JRNED TO PRE-CONSTRUCTION CONDmONS UPON 
COMPLETlON OF PROJECT, 

11. A MI NIMUM DI STANCE OF 10 FEET SHALL BE MAI NTAINED BETWEEN THE DREDGE AREA AND AKV WETLANDS; 

12, TURBIDITY SHALL BE MINI MIZED AT THE DREDGE SITE BY METHODS SUOI AS USING STAKED FILTER Q.OTH, STAGED 
CONSTRUCTION, ANO/OR THE USE OF TURBIDITY SCREENS AROUND THE I MMEDIATE PROJECT SITE: 

13, NO DREDGING OF WETLAND, SUBMERGED AQUATIC VEGETATION OR SHELLflSH BEDS I S AUTHORI ZED, AND SHALL BE 
AVOIDED, 

14, NO CONSTRUCTION DEBRI S OR UNAUTHORI ZED FI LL MATERIAL SHAU BE ALLOWED TO ENTER COASTAL WETLANDS 
OR WATER, 

15, BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTlCES SHAU BE USED AT All TIMES DURI NG CONSTRUCTION. 

16, VEGETATED WETLANDS SHALL NOT BE I MPACTED, 

17, NO CREOSOTE MATERIAL SHALL BE USED I N CONSTRUCTION OPERATION, 

18, I F YOU DISCOVER ANY PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN HI STORIC OR ARCHEOLOGICAL REMAINS WHILE ACCOMPLISHI NG THE 
ACTIVITY AUTHORIZED BY THIS PERMIT, YOU MUST I MMEDIATELY NOTIFY THIS OFFI CE OF WHAT YOU HAVE FOUND, 
WE WI U INITIATE THE FEDERAL ANO STATE COORDI NATION REQUI RED TO DETERMI NE I F THE REMAINS WARRANT A 
RECOVERY EFFORT OR IF THE SITE IS ELIGI BLE FOR LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES. 

19, CONTRACTOR SHALL LOCATE PROPERTY LINES AND/OR RI GHT-OF-WAY LINES AS REQUI RED TO AVOID 
ENCROACHMENT ONTO ADJACENT PROPERTY, CONTRACTOR SHALL I NVESTIGATE FOR EXI STING l/Tll ffiES PRI OR TO 
CONSTRUCTION. NOTIFY THE ENGI NEER IN THE EVENT OF ANY CONFLICTS. 

20, CONTRACTOR TO USE BENCH MARKS ( BM) AS SHOWN ON IBE PLANS FOR HORI ZONTAL AND VERTICAL CONTROL. 
NOTIFY ENGINEER OF ANY CONFLICTS, 

21. CONTRACTOR I S TO COORDINATE ALL WORK WITH THE IJTJUTY COMPANI ES IN ORDER TO PREVENT DAMAGE TO 
llTIUTY UNES AND THE MAKI NG OF ADJUSTMENTS TO SAME, IF REQUI RED, THE CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE AT 
LEAST 48 HOURS NOTICE TO THE VARI OUS UTILITY OWNERS PRI OR TO CONSTRUCTION, LOCATIONS, ELEVATIONS 
AND DI MENSIONS OF EXISTING UTIUTIES, STRUCT\JRES AND OTHER FEATURES ARE SHOWN ACCORDING TO 
I NFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF THE PREPARATION OF THESE PLANS BUT DO NOT PURPORT TO BE 
ABSOLUTELY CORRECT, THE CONTRACTOR SHALL VERI FY THIS I NFORMATION ANO BE FAMJUAR WITH ALL SITE 
CONDmONS (I NQ.UDIHG SUB-SURFACE CONDmONS AND UNDERGROUND CONDmONS) THI S SHALi. BE THE SOLE 
RESPONSI BJUTV OF THE CONTRACTOR, WHETHER OR NOT SHOWN HERON, THE CONTRACTOR CALL 8 11 48-HOUR TO 
HAVE NAY llTILffiES LOCATIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE lAW, 

22, COORDINATES FOR THIS PROJECT ARE MISSISSI PPI STATE PlANE COORDINATE SYSTEM, EAST ZONE, NAO 1983. 
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