PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps

of Engineers. Applicant: Published: August 1, 2025
Sarah Harris Expires:  September 1, 2025
City of Ocean Springs

Mobile District

Permit Application No. SAM-2023-00580-APS

Joint Public Notice: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE),
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality Office of
Pollution Control (MDEQ) (WQC2024028), and Mississippi
Department of Marine Resources (MDMR) (DMR25-000276)

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The Mobile District of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) has received an application for a Department of the Army permit
pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 81344) and/or Section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 8403). The purpose of this public notice
is to solicit comments from the public regarding the work described below:

APPLICANT: Sarah Harris
City of Ocean Springs
1018 Porter Avenue
Ocean Springs, Mississippi 39564

AGENT: Lindsay Spurrier
Cypress Environment & Infrastructure
772 Howard Avenue
Ocean Springs, Mississippi 39530

WATERWAY AND LOCATION: The project would affect waters of the United States
and navigable waters of the United States associated with Biloxi Bay. The
project/review area is located immediately south-southwest of the Front Beach Drive
and Jackson Avenue intersection in Section 37, Township 7 South, Range 8 West; at
Latitude 30.405300° North and Longitude 88.830952 West; in Ocean Springs, Jackson
County, Mississippi (Figures 1 and 2).

EXISTING CONDITIONS: The proposed project would be located on and around an
existing peninsula that is approximately 375 feet in length and 150 feet in width. The
peninsula projects in a south-southwesterly direction from the shoreline into the waters
of Biloxi Bay near its convergence with the Mississippi Sound. The site was once the
location of a seafood processing facility, but the facility was destroyed by Hurricane
Katrina in 2005. Most of the remnants of the damaged facility have been removed from
the property, but a few remnants, such as the remains of the former facility’s dock and
bank stabilization materials, still exist at the site. The property is relatively flat. The
property is maintained as cleared and is mowed regularly. Steel sheet pile bulkheads
line the south and southeast boundaries of the parcel. The tie backs that connected to






Equipment used to replace the bulkhead and riprap would be staged on nonwetland
(upland) areas of the site.

AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION: The applicant has provided the following
information in support of efforts to avoid and/or minimize impacts to the aquatic
environment: The applicant has designed the proposed project to avoid impacts to
wetlands. The applicant has also designed the project with the smallest footprint
necessary to achieve the project purpose. Construction would occur using methods
that would minimize impacts to the greatest extent practicable. When removing the
existing pilings and bulkhead, the applicant would cut the materials at the mudline to
minimize waterbottom disturbance and avoid unnecessary effects to water quality. The
applicant would also situate the excavator and crane in a nonwetland (upland) location
as opposed to in wetlands or waters. Additionally, Best Management Practices (BMPSs)
would be implemented to minimize potential construction related impacts to water
quality. The applicant would abide by state water quality standards.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: The applicant has provided the following explanation
why compensatory mitigation should not be required: Because the only impacts
proposed are to water bottoms and no impacts to wetlands, submerged aquatic
vegetation, or streams have been proposed, the applicant has not proposed
compensatory mitigation for this project.

CULTURAL RESOURCES:

The Corps is evaluating the undertaking for effects to historic properties as required
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. This public notice serves to
inform the public of the proposed undertaking and invites comments including those
from local, State, and Federal government Agencies with respect to historic resources.
Our final determination relative to historic resource impacts may be subject to additional
coordination with the State Historic Preservation Officer, federally recognized tribes and
other interested parties.

The District Engineer’s final eligibility and effect determination will be based upon
coordination with the SHPO and/or THPO, as appropriate and required, and with full
consideration given to the proposed undertaking’s potential direct and indirect effects on
historic properties within the Corps-identified permit area.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: The Corps has performed an initial review of the application.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation
(IPaC), 2025 USFWS South Mississippi Standard Local Operating Procedures for
Endangered Species (SLOPES), National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) SERO
Section 7 Mapper, and the NMFS Critical Habitat Mapper have been referenced to
determine if any threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate species, as well as
the proposed and final designated critical habitat may occur within the boundary of the
proposed project. Based on this initial review, the Corps has made a preliminary
determination that the proposed project may affect species and critical habitat listed in
Table 2. No other ESA-listed species or critical habitat will be affected by the proposed
action.









public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and
utilization of important resources. The benefits, which reasonably may be expected to
accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered
including cumulative impacts thereof; among these are conservation, economics,
esthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish and
wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food, and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership,
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people. Evaluation of the impact of the
activity on the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated
by the Administrator, EPA, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act or
the criteria established under authority of Section 102(a) of the Marine Protection
Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972. A permit will be granted unless its issuance is
found to be contrary to the public interest.

COMMENTS: The Corps is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and
local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other Interested parties in order to
consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received
will be considered by the Corps to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or
deny a permit for this proposal. To make this determination, comments are used to
assess impacts to endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are
used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) and/or an Environmental
Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine
the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

The Mobile District will receive written comments on the proposed work, as outlined
above, until August 31, 2025. Comments should be submitted electronically via the
Regulatory Request System (RRS) at https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs or to Amiee P. Smith
at amiee.p.smith@usace.army.mil. Alternatively, you may submit comments in writing
to the Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District, Attention: Amiee P.
Smith, Post Office Box 2288, Mobile, Alabama 36602. Copies of all comments should
be furnished to the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, Office of Pollution
Control, Post Office Box 2261, Jackson, Mississippi 39225, and the Mississippi
Department of Marine Resources, 1141 Bayview Avenue, Biloxi, Mississippi 39530.
Please refer to the permit application number in your comments.

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice,
that a public hearing be held to consider the application. Requests for public hearings
shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. Requests for a
public hearing will be granted, unless the District Engineer determines that the issues
raised are insubstantial or there is otherwise no valid interest to be served by a hearing.

















